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SCHOOL REPORT. 


In accordance with the requirement of the Statutes governing the 
School Committee or Superintendent, the following report of the 
several public schools, is presented, together with such suggestions 
as may be deemed important to promote their interests. 

The Board of School Committee, consisting of the following per¬ 
sons : 

Gamaliel Collins, 

Philo D. Winter, 

Wilson Brainard, 

Abram B. Davis, 

R. B. Caswell, 

E. Hayden Watrous, 

was organized by the choice of Ephraim B. Gates as Chairman and 
Secretary and E. Hayden Watrous as Superintendent. 

The members of the Board, in their several districts, have attended 
to the securing of teachers, &c., while the Superintendent has had the 
general supervision,—that of visiting all the schools, suggesting 
modes of improvement where it was necessary, and reporting their 
condition to the Board. 


Ephraim B. Gates, 
George W. Randell, 
Elias Turner, 
William Twiss, 

D. B. Bishop, 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 

The Summer Term of fourteen weeks was taught by Miss 
Louise Cook, a resident of the District. This was her first school, 
and those scholars who remained until the close, gave evidence of 
having made commendable proficiency. There was a good degree 
of energy on the part of the teacher, and she taught a good school. 

Winter Term of twelve weeks.-—Mr. Edwin Lawrence, Teacher. 
Mr. Lawrence unsuccessfully attempted to manage the school for 
six weeks, when, considering he had had a fair trial, we dismissed 
him. 
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The remaining six weeks were taught by Mr. E. S. Snow of 
Belchertown, who gained the good will and affection of the scholars, 
as well as great credit to himself. The appearance of the school 
was decidedly changed; and the closing examination under Mr. 
Snow’s instruction revealed a great success. 

DISTRICT NO. 2. 

First Department.-— The Summer, Fall and Winter Terms 
were taught by Miss Minerva Hastings. She had previous experi¬ 
ence in another District, where she earned a reputation as a good 
and faithful teacher. She gained the affection of her scholars and 
the Summer and Fall Terms appeared as well as any in Town. 
The Winter Term was one of trial, and did not appear as usual. 
Nevertheless Miss Hastings labored hard, and is a competent, faith¬ 
ful and a working teacher. The school made advancement in study. 

Second Department. —Miss Caroline E. Mellish, Teacher.—- 
This teacher was well qualified for a much larger school, and to this, 
she was the more adapted. Her attention was turned too exclusively 
to the discipline of the mind. Considerable lenity was used, and the 
school was exceedingly noisy. The examination revealed considera¬ 
ble progress in study. On the whole, it might be considered a very 
good school. 

The Autumn and Winter Terms were taught by Miss Mary 
M. Knowlton. Her literary qualifications in the elements appeared 
to be excellent. She succeeded in maintaining very good order and 
stillness. The school was much improved under her charge, and as 
an appreciation of her services, the friends at the examination re¬ 
turned her a vote of thanks. 

DISTRICT NO. 3. 

First Department.—Summer Term of eleven weeks.—Miss 
Hattie B. Brown, Teacher.—Miss Brown came well recommended, 
and her literary qualifications were good. Some of her scholars were 
considerably advanced in study. Her school would have appeared 
better, had there been more order. There was, however, a good 
degree of progress in study. 

The Winter Term of twelve weeks was taught by Mr. A. Win¬ 
ter, of Belchertown. Mr. Winter was quite eccentric in his opera¬ 
tions, and perhaps a little too much so* to preserve at all times first- 
rate order and stillness, yet it was an excellent school. The teacher 
labored faithfully, and the scholars improved. The closing examin- 
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ation was highly interesting. The speaking of some pieces and 
other exercises in the evening added much to the interest. 

Second Department.-TIic Summer, and Autumn or Winter 
Terms, were taught by Miss Mary F. Brown of Brimfield whose repu¬ 
tation as Teacher in the same District is well known by former reports. 
There was excellent order, and the school appeared remarkably 
well. The closing examination revealed a grand success. Miss 
Brown is among the very best of teachers—winning the esteem and 
affection of her scholars, and governing them by love. 

Third Department.—Winter Term of twelve weeks.—Miss 
Hattie Merrick of Brimfield, Teacher.—Much inconvenience was 
experienced in this school on the part of both teacher and pupils, for 
want of room. The place was wholly unfit for the purpose, but it 
was the best that could be obtained. The teacher labored faithfully, 
and under the circumstances, did well. The District ought to blush 
with shame that they can provide no better place for this school. 

DISTRICT NO. 4. 

The Summer and Fall Terms were taught by Miss Mary A. 
Dale, who was a young and inexperienced teacher. The school was 
not what was desired, and a portion of the District were dissatisfied. 
There was a lack of energy and spirit on the part of the scholars, and 
the recitations were generally very poor. The Summer Term did 
not meet our hearty approval. Owing to the urgency of the Com¬ 
mittee of that District, this teacher was, by him, secured for the Fall 
Term. The District were still more dissatisfied. The teacher was, 
however, allowed to continue her school, and with much effort on her 
part, the latter part of her teaching was some better than that which 
preceded. Altogether it was not such a school as the wants of the 
District required. 

The Winter Term of twelve weeks was taught by Mr. Henry 
M. Stevens. The literary qualifications of Mr. Stevens were good; 
but he lacked order and government. The school was quite noisy 
under his instruction, and the recitations, when we were present, 
were generally miserable. There were, however, some good scholars. 
The more advanced portion of the school did very well at the ex¬ 
amination. W e should like to have seen the school appear better. 

DISTRICT NO. 5. 

The Summer and Winter Terms were taught by Miss Alvira 
Clark of Belchertown. The school was small, and with Miss Clark’s 
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previous experience and adaptedness to teaching, as well as the 
deep interest which she manifests in her scholars, they did nobly. 
The examinations were brilliant and decidedly interesting. The 
instruction was thorough, and deportment good. 

DISTRICT NO. 6. 

Summer Term of twelve weeks.—-Miss Loraine Atwood, Teacher. 
—This was her first school. It was small, and with much effort on 
the part of the teacher, in point of order, our expectations were more 
than realized. The scholars improved, and the examination re¬ 
vealed a good degree of success. 

Winter Term of eight weeks.—Mr. Joseph W. Graves, Teacher. 
—This was his first school. He commenced by eliciting the atten¬ 
tion and the deep interest of the .scholars in their studies, while other 
things were perhaps left a little in the rear. He soon discovered, 
however, his defect, and the school was brought speedily upon good 
footing. The scholars were taught to know why a thing was so—a 
matter very essential. We we,re much pleased with the school, and 
the examination was one of interest,—showing that progress had 
been made. 

DISTRICT NO. 7. 

From the very small number of scholars in this District, there 
has been no school during the year. 

DISTRICT NO. 8. 

The school in this District, at the commencement of the year 
passed very mysteriously in other hands. The Summer Term with 
Miss Ruth R. Curtis as teacher was under the supervision of Mon- 
son. We are not able, personally, to report concerning it. The 
Committee of that town discovering the illegality of their proceed¬ 
ings, the school was again brought under the supervision of its own 
town. 

The Winter Term of twelve weeks was taught by Miss Nellie 
Smith of Palmer who has had some experience. This is a very 
orderly school, and under Miss Smith’s charge it was rendereci more 
so. The school, when we were present, appeared unusually well. 
There was great promptness in the recitations. The classes ap¬ 
peared to be very familiar with what they had passed over. Miss 
Smith is decidedly an excellent teacher. 
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DISTRICT NO. 9. 

There whs no Summer School in this District, on account of the 
small number of scholars. The Winter Term of twelve weeks was 
taught by Miss Louise Cook. This school is the smallest in town. 
The scholars under Miss Cook’s instruction made rapid advance¬ 
ment. The school was a good one. 

DISTRICT NO. 10. 

The Summer and Fall Terms.— Miss Mary E. Breard, Teacher. 

_jjjiss Breard had some experience in another District. In this 

school there was lack of order and stillness, and yet there was im¬ 
provement. The Autumn Term, in point of order, exceeded the 
Summer, and on the whole we considered the school somewhat im¬ 
proved. Miss Breard would do well with a little more government. 

Winter Term of twelve weeks.—Mr. Francis N. Braman of 
Belchertown, Teacher.—This school, together with the school-room, 
is in some respects a difficult one. The house is unfit for the pur¬ 
pose, and no one ought to be called in question for not teaching a good 
school. We think, however, Mr. Braman lacked order and govern¬ 
ment in his school. There was often much confusion, and a great 
deal of whispering. W e have no doubt that the teacher labored 
hard and faithfully, and that there was some progress in study. But 
as a whole, we were not satisfied. 

DISTRICT NO. 11. 

The Summer and Winter Terms were taught by Miss Lucy A. 
Hastings, a resident of the District. The school is small in number 
and appeared well. There was good progress in study. Miss 
Hastings is a good teacher. 

DISTRICT NO. 12. 

First Department.—Summer Term of twelve weeks. Miss 
Josephine H. Moulton, Teacher.—As there were but two depart¬ 
ments here during the Summer, the schools were large and in some 
respects difficult. The examination of this school at the close was 
very good, with the exception of reading,—and particularly that of 
the first class,—which was more than miserable. Miss Moulton is a 
faithful and working teacher, and did well under the circumstances. 
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The Fall and Winter Terms were taught by Miss Abbie C. 
Tyler of Warren. She has taught before in the District. Her 
school appeared very well, and she labored hard. The closing ex¬ 
amination revealed some improvement. On the whole it was quite 
a good school. 

Second Department.—Summer Term.— -Miss Fannie L. Col¬ 
lins, Teacher.—This school was composed of all the smaller schol¬ 
ars, and many of them of foreign parentage. The teacher secured 
very good order, and there was as much progress as could be expect¬ 
ed considering the size and character of the school. Soon after 
the commencement of the Autumn Term, it was deemed advisable 
to make a division of this school. This was accordingly done, 
giving a Third Department to another teacher. Miss Collins con¬ 
tinued as teacher through the Fall and Winter Terms of the Second 
Department. Her school was a good one. 

Third Department. —The Fall and Winter Terms were 
taught by Miss Martha A. Pratt who was just the teacher for this 
school. There was perfect order and stillness. The instruction was 
thorough, and it could readily be seen that there was improvement. 
We give Miss Pratt the praise of having the best regulated school in 
town. It was a little amusing to witness the uniformity which the 
scholars observed in their operations. We were forcibly reminded 
of a regiment of well trained soldiers. 

DISTRICT NO. 13. 

There has been but one Department of this school during the 
year. 

The Summer Term of eighteen weeks was taught by Miss Sarah 
Sedgwick of Belchertown. Miss Sedgwick is an experienced teacher. 
This we considered a model school. There was order although the 
school was somewhat large, and great improvement was exhibited at 
the examination which was decidedly interesting. Miss Sedgwick is 
happily adapted to teaching. 

Winter Term of sixteen weeks.—Mr. Philo D. Winter, Teacher. 
This school appeared well, as in the Summer Term. As there 
was no other Department here, the school was quite large. Mr. 
Winter maintained very good order; and the school was interesting. 
As this report goes to press before the close of the school, we cannot 
speak of the closing examination. 
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HIGH SCHOOL. 

This school was located for the year, by a vote of the town at the 
Town House, Four Corners. It has been very successfully taught 
by Mr. George C. Landon from the Westfield Normal School who 
taught a portion of the preceding year. His salary has been five 
hundred dollars for the year. The number in attendance has been 
nearly as large in each term through the year as at any previous period, 
when located in either of the villages. Our impression at first was :— 
this is the best that can be done with it supposing that its friends in all 
parts of the town, considering the circumstances, would avail them¬ 
selves of its advantages, though at a little sacrifice, and build up the 
school. We think for its interest and prosperity it should be per¬ 
manently located. Still, there is a difficulty in this, so as to equally 
accommodate all parts of the town. 

The town seems to be laboring under two evils or disadvantages, 
in relation to this school,—that of rotation, which can never give it 
permanent prosperity; and that of a permanent location, which can¬ 
not equally benefit all parts of the town. It is a worthy maxim- 
when obliged to do one of two things that we choose the least 
in disadvantage, or in other words, that we choose the least of 
two evils. Would it not be best to ascertain, if possible, the least of 
the disadvantages in relation to the location of this school, and then 
choose it ? Fix upon something ; abiding the result, and thus put an 
end to those yearly contentions about the High School. 

The location of this school at the Four Corners has its advantages. 
In the first place, it is in the most central part of the town. In the 
second place, it is retired—free from the noise and busy stir of vil¬ 
lages, and is exceedingly favorable for study. There are here, no 
attractions to take the mind from study, as is common to more central 
points. In this respect, it surpasses every other location. 

The room at the Town House, is much too large, to make it pleasant, 
and the conveniences are not very superb. The town ought to fix 
upon this or some other location and erect a building highly suita¬ 
ble for the purpose, and one which will give credit to themselves. 

This school during the year has made great progress in study. 
The examinations have been of a high order and highly interesting, 
as well as creditable to both teacher and scholars. Mr. Landon’s 
government is mild, but very successful. He is regarded as a faith¬ 
ful, competent and efficient teacher. 

2 
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GENERAL REVIEW. 

In giving a detail of the several public schools in town during the 
past year, we have endeavored to be impartial in relation to the dis¬ 
tricts and their teachers. The Report, it is possible, will not be re¬ 
ceived with entire satisfaction by all the parties more intimately and 
directly concerned, but it is a statement of facts in regard to each 
school, and the impressions which they have given. We have had no 
disposition to injure the feelings of any one; neither to flatter. We 
have done what we consider is best for the interest of the schools in 
future; and for all concerned. If we have erred in any point, it has 
not been intentional. We have for the most part acted independ¬ 
ently ; considering that if we endeavored to please every one, we 
should please no one. We have of course met with some opposition; 
much less however than we ourselves expected. It is a difficult and 
trying position; and we pity the man who undertakes to faithfully 
discharge his duty in this department. 

Upon the other hand we have been largely aided and encouraged 
by many individuals, and especially by the members of the Board, 
some of whom have devoted much time with us in visiting the schools, 
and encouraging our hearts, and strengthening our hands. Our 
thanks are due and are hereby extended to those members of the 
Board who have assisted us; and to friends for their kind attentions 
and hospitalities, in their several districts. 

The schools, with but few exceptions, have been of a high order ? 
and there has been generally great improvement both in learning and 
discipline. The closing examinations have generally been very in¬ 
teresting and well attended by individuals, who in this respect are 
deserving of praise. Much depends upon the interest which parents 
and friends take in our schools, in regard to their condition and 
character. If they take but little interest, tbe scholars are likely to 
imbibe the same spirit. 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 

There has been nothing which we have more deeply regretted, 
than the condition of some of the School Houses in town, and their 
effect, w r hich we conceive to be upon the minds of youth. Some of 
the districts are creditably provided with a good house and suitable 
conveniences, while others are in great need. The School House at 
Bondville is a most miserable thing; it is wholly unfit for the purpose. 
The district ought to erect a new one immediately, or become united 
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with the district at Duckville. The House at the Mason district is 
in a similar condition, though perhaps not quite as bad; measures 
should be taken for anew and more commodious one. The building 
at the Depot is a disgrace to the citizens of that locality. The out¬ 
ward appearance of the house is much better than the interior ; it is 
a dismal and an uninviting place—-a stranger can hardly enter the 
room of the second story without stumbling to the floor. The en¬ 
trances are disfigured with hideous images, which are sufficient to 
frighten the individuals who may enter there. It would be one of 
the best things this district could do, to erect at once a new School 
House. The District at Three Rivers are also much in need of a 
new School House. 


CHANGE OF BOOKS. 

During the year, we have made, throughout the whole town, a 
change of the Arithmetic. The Board at the commencement of the 
year, introduced Robinson’s Primary and Intellectual Arithmetic to 
take the place of Colburn’s, which, of course, was at the expense of 
the town, as the law directs. The larger Arithmetic used in the 
schools, for a few years past, has been Greenleaf’s. Mr. Greenleaf, 
it seems, has written and re-written his Arithmetic from year to year. 
Upon entering th6 schools, we found in some classes scarcely two 
books alike in the number of the page, the paragraphs, and in some 
cases the phraseology. This subjected both the teacher and the 
scholars to great inconvenience. We found the classes could not very 
well proceed in this manner. The agent for Robinson’s Larger 
Arithmetic proposed an exchange for Greenleaf’s, giving book for 
book, where the old one was not much worn, and desiring in return, 
with one nearly worn out, twenty-five cents. We deemed this the 
best thing we could do under the circumstances. It would have been 
an expense to the town to have introduced the Arithmetic as the law 
provides, and the parents of the scholars would have sacrificed more 
than was advisable, to have thrown aside their old one and purchased 
the new. It seemed almost a necessity to have an Arithmetic of the 
same edition used by all the scholars, in all of the schools, also that 
the series be used ; we consequently made the change. We believe 
that both scholars and parents were generally well suited. There 
have been one or two instances where the twenty-five cents has not 
been paid. A letter of censure was received from one man in town, 
but as no notice was taken of it whatever, he had the pleasure, or 
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satisfaction of wasting his time, ink and paper, and taxing his brains 
for nothing. 

The law now requires that each town shall keep a supply of School 
Books, and shall furnish them to the scholars at cost. A Town Be- 
pository has been established during the year, at the office of Gama¬ 
liel Collins, Esq., Thorndike, where the scholars can be furnished 
at the lowest prices. 

The cost of Books now on hand at the Repository is $128 76. 
Received in Cash from the Town to meet this expense, $116 09. 
The town may congratulate themselves upon being so fortunate this 
year in securing this supply of Books, many of them having been 
obtained at greatly reduced prices, for the purpose of introduction. 

All of which is respectfully submitted to your consideration. 

E. HAYDEN WATROUS, 

Superintendent. 

This Report was read in the hearing of, approved, and accepted 
by a vote of the Board. 


EPHRAIM B. GATES, 
GEORGE W. RANDELL, 
ELIAS TURNER, 
WILLIAM TWISS, 

D. B. BISHOP, 
GAMALIEL COLLINS, 


PHILO D. WINTER, 
WILSON BRAINARD, 
ABRAM B. DAVIS, 

R. B. CASWELL, 

E. HAYDEN WATROUS. 


Board of School Committee. 




STATISTICS OF THE SCHOOLS 


NO 1,-HIGH SCHOOL. 


PLACE. 

teacher. 

Vages per t 
month. i 

ime m 
nonths. 

1 uuio -O- 

NO. 

31 

24 

40 

33 

' No. 

26 

20 

33 

27 

Four Corners, 

(Town House.) 

George C. Landon, 

1st Term, * 

2d « 

3d “ 

4th “ 

>45 451 
45 4oJ 
45 45£ 
45 45i| 

2| 

n 

2| 

2f 

N 

o. 3,-SUMMER TERM. 



districts. 

TEACHERS. 

Wages per 
month. 1 

Time in ^ 

nonths. 

iVhole 1 

No. 

Average 

No. 

1, Old Center, 

2, Three Rivers, 1st D. 

2, “ “ 2d D. 

3, Depot, 1st D. 

3, “ 2d D. 

4, Mason, 

5, Foster, 

6, Burley, 

8, Shearer, 

10, Bondville, 

11, Hastings, 

12, Thorndike, 1st D. 

12, “ 2d D. 

1 Q TTnolrville. 

Louise Cook, 

M. Minerva Hastings, 
Caroline E. Mellish, 
Hattie B. Brown, 

Mary F. Brown, 

Mary A. Dale, 

Alvira Clark, 

Loraine Atwood, 

Ruth R. Curtis, 

Mary E. Breard, 

Lucy A. Hastings, 

H. Josephine Moulton, 
Fannie L. Collins, 

Sarah Sedgwick, 

$8 00 
20 00 
20 50 

23 00 

24 00 
10 00 
13 80 
16 00 
18 00 
18 00 
16 00 
22 00 
22 00 
22 00 

H 

3d 

3~“ 

2| 

3 

91 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

27 

44 

53 

m 

72 

32 

15 

21 

26 

36 

18 

51 

64 

I 72 

19 

36 

46 

33 

65 

24 

13 

18 

19 

28 

14 

39 

45 

40 

NO 3,-AUTUMN TERM. __ 


: 

Time in 
months. 

'Whole 
j No. 

33 
; 45 

1 25 

1 28 
30 
35 
42 

Average 

No. 

| 29 

! 35 
! 20 

23 

22 

29 

27 

districts. 

| teachers. 

i Wages per 
1 month. 

| 

2, Three Rivers, 1st D 

2 « “ 2d D 

4, Mason, 

10, Bondville, 

12, Thorndike, 1st D. 
12 « 2d D. 

12, “ 3d B. 

1 1 Minerva Hastings, 
i.| Mary A. Knowlton, 
Mary A. Dale, 

Mary E. Breard, 

Abbie C. Tyler, 

Fannie L. Collins, 
Martha A. Pratt, 

;$20 00 
[ 20 00 
10 00 
18 00 
22 00 
22 00 
22 00 

2 

i| 

2| 

1* 

3 

3 

H 
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STATISTICS OF THE SCHOOLS, (Continued.) 

NO. 4,-WINTER TERM. 


DISTRICTS. 

TEACHERS. 

Wages per 
month. 

Time in 
months. 

i Whole 
No. 

Average 

No. 

1, Old Center, 

2, Three Rivers, 1st D. 

“ “ 2d D. 

3, Depot Dist. 1st D. 

“ “ 2d D. 

“ “ 3d D. 

4, Mason, 

5, Foster, 

6, Burley, 

8, Shearer, 

9, Gamwell, 

10, Bondville, 

11, Hastings, 

12, Thorndike, 1st D. 

“ 2d D. 

“ 3d D. 

13, Dackville, 

Edwin Lawrence, 

E. S. Snow, 

Minerva M. Hastings, 
Mary A. Knowlton, 
Alpheus Winter, 

Mary F. Brown, 

Hattie Merrick, 

Henry M. Stevens, 
Alvira Clark, 

Joseph W. Graves, 
Nellie Smith, 

Louise Cook, 

Francis N. B ram an, 
Lucy A. Hastings, 
Abbie C. Tyler, 

Fannie L. Collins, 
Martha A. Pratt, 

Philo D. Winter, 

$16 00 
35 00 
20 00 
20 00 
35 00 
24 00 
22 00 
30 00 
19 00 
22 00 

17 00 
15 00 
23 00 

18 00 
22 00 
22 00 
22 00 
35 00 

H 

2* 

3 

3 

3 

3 

H 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

8J 

4 

^25 

39 

51 

48 

58 

60 

29 

20 

26 

24 

9 

42 

16 

31 

41 

42 
67 

22 

37 

39 

33 

46 

49 

26 

19 

21 

22 

8 

35 

14 

27 

28 

25 

54 


NTJMBEE OP SCHOLARS, AND DIVISION OF THE SCHOOL HONEY FOR THE 

YEAR 1880. 


School 

Districts. 

No. of 
Scholars. 

$1800 divided 
by the 
Assessors. 

$200 divided 
by the 

School Com¬ 
mittee. 

$175 14 
School Fund, 
and $49 50, 
Merrick Fund, 
divided by the 
Assessors. 

Total. 

Amount to 
each scholar in 
the several 
Districts. 

No. 1, 
“ 2, 
“ 3, 
“ 4, 
“ 5 , 
“ 6 , 
“ 8, 
“ 9, 
“ 10, 
“ 11, 

“ 12, 
“ 13, 

Due Ware 
from No. 7, 

Total, 

21 

137 

138 
37 
15 
29 

13 

6 

51 

14 
231 
102 

3 

$48.24 

309.14 
311.40 

83.54 
33.87 
65.48 
29.35 

13.54 

115.15 
31.61 

521.59 

230.31 

6.78 

$38.77 

3.47 

51.14 

21.53 

25.66 

6.00 

53.40 

$18.72 

18.72 

18.72 

18.72 

18.72 

18.72 

18.72 

18.72 

18.72' 

18.72 

18.72 

18.72 

$105.74 

327.86 
330.12 

105.74 

103.74 

105.74 
73.73 
38.27 

133.87 
103.73 
540 30 
249.02 

6.78 

$5.03 

2.39 

2.39 

2.85 

6.91 

3.64 

5.67 

6.37 

2.62 

7.40 

2.33 

2.44 

2.26 

797 

$1800.00 

$200.00 

$224.64 

$2,224.64 
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